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Mayor Elect Bill Foster

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Mayor Elect William “Bill”
Foster promised to bring city
ha l l to the com munity by
holding monthly “Mayor’s
Night Out” for eight months
once he takes office on Jan. 2,
2010. Foster stated this during a
town hall meeting that was led
by City Councilman Karl
Nurse, District 6, on Monday,
Dec. 14., at the Enoch Davis
Center. Foster added that during
the gatherings, which will be
held at places like the Davis
Center, citizens will be provided
an opportunity to gain access to
the mayor and city department
heads to ask questions, express
concerns and make suggestions
for solutions regarding city
development issues.
Councilman Nurse
organized this town hall
meeting to provide citizens a
chance to come and share
concerns, issues, and desires for
t h e c o m i n g y e a r. M a n y
concerned citizens, city staffers,

and public officials attended the
meeting. State Representative,
Darryl Rouson, was in attendance as well as other city
council representatives
including Wengay Newton,
Leslie Curran, and Jeff Danner.
They were all there to listen to
concerns presented by citizens,
which ranged from economic
development, jobs, juvenile
delinquency, discipline and
behavioral problems in schools,
public safety, and crime. Crime
was the overriding concern
expressed from the more than
100 attendees.
Mayor Elect Foster
supports the philosophy of
community policing and plans
to participate in a retreat with
the chief of police and others to
work out a team concept that
involves codes, construction
permitting, zoning, and sanitation. He wants to add coordination and integration of several
city departments to be included
in the community policing
program.

FOSTER

continued on pg. 4

WASHINGTON (NNPA) –
The ten Black members of the
po werfu l Ho u s e F i n an ce
Co m m i t t ee are s t i l l b ei n g
applauded this week for boldly
boycotting a committee meeting
in order to force a $4 billion
allocation to benefit the Black
community. They have told the
NNPA News Service that they
plan to escalate protests if
lawmakers continue to ignore
the suffering of their constituents, including advertising
discrimination against Black
newspapers.
“We’re out of the box, we’re
full speed ahead and we are not
going to sit back and watch our
communities suffer in silence,”
says U. S. Rep. Maxine Waters,
the ranking Congressional Black
Caucus Member on the
Committee, who led the Dec. 2
boycott.
“The 10 African-American
m em b ers o f t h e F i n an ci al
Services Committee have cooperated with the leadership, we
have cooperated with the administration, we have supported the
bail out and now we’re saying,
what do we get for all of this
cooperation? What are we delivering to our communities? And
the answer is little or nothing.”
Describing horrid conditions in their districts that clearly
illustrate disparate suffering in

The 10 Congressional Black Caucus Members of Congress who sit on the House Financial
Services Committee are, from left, Rep. Emanuel Cleaver II (MO), Rep. Gwen Moore (WI), Rep.
Mel Watt (NC), Rep. Al Green (TX), Rep. Andre Carson (IN), Rep. Maxine Waters (CA), Rep.
David Scott (GA), Rep. Gregory Meeks (NY), Rep. Keith Ellison (MN), and Rep. William Lacy
Clay, Jr. (MO).

the African-American communities, each of the 10 members –
in separate interviews d e s c r i b e d w h a t t h e i r c o nstituents are dealing with and
told why they must continue to
act.
“Members of the
Congressional Black Caucus are

being bombarded with requests
for assistance by minority businesses that have no capital,”
continued Waters. “The banks
won’t lend them any money.
They’re either closing down or
threatening to be closed down.
The joblessness is off the scale.
Not only do we have long lines

seeking unemployment, but on
Thanksgiving Day around the
country - including the scenes
that came out of Atlanta and Los
Angeles – there were thousands
of people standing in line for
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5000 Role Models Get Holiday Spirit
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Cecil Stodghill and youth outside Mahaffey Theater

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Academy Prep Center of St.
Petersburg, the Pinellas County
Urban League, and the Pinellas
County Schools’ 5000 Role
Models of Success facilitated the
participation of ten youth to view
the Chocolate Nutcracker during a
special Friday morning performance at the Mahaffey Theater in St.
Petersburg. The young males,
ranging in age from 11 to 14,
observed the performance from the
front row, thanks to support from
the 5000 Role Models of
Excellence and its director,
J a v o n t a e Wr i g h t . Pinellas
County Schools’ 5000 Role
Models of Excellence was created
to boost the self-image, social skills,
and academic performance of
selected males, in part, by motivating them to interact with respected
and successful men from the
community. Three mentors accom-

panied the students during this field
trip: Cecil Stodghill, Almasi Sims,
and Michael Adekunle. These men,
along with Wright, serve as guides
for the youth as they transcend adolescence into young adulthood.
Participation on this field trip gave
the youth increased confidence by
providing direction and experience
in social settings, a greater appreciation for the Arts, and an opportunity to interact with youths from other
schools during a non-competitive
event.
Almasi Sims, Youth Crime
Prevention Specialist at the Urban
League, stated “It was great to see
and hear the excitement from the
students. Many weren’t sure what
to expect of the show. But, their
enthusiasm really soared when
they saw others in their own age

HOLIDAY
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One In 50 U.S. Children Face Homelessness
By Rev. Al Sharpton
NNPA Columnist

(NNPA) - Almost
every night they go to
bed a little hungry. Many, actually
don’t even possess a bed to sleep
in. The blustery winter winds
scrape against their barely covered
skin as they humbly beg for food,
money, and shelter. The lucky
ones stay with friends or in motels,
but many simply call the streets
home. Their health is deteriorating, and their chances for survival
diminish with each passing cruel
day.
Either unable to focus in
school or receive an education at
all, the fate of these precious ones
is almost instantaneously sealed
for failure in society. This disturbing and horrific situation I’m
describing isn’t taking place in a
developing country far away, but
rather right here in the United
States of America. And during this
time of rejoicing and giving, we
cannot forget the most vulnerable
among us.
Earlier this year, the National
Center on Family Homelessness
released a shocking report citing 1
in 50 U.S. children currently face

homelessness and that the
situation is only worsening as our
economy further weakens. The
study stated that 42 percent of
these homeless children are
younger than 6 years of age, and
that African American and Native
American kids are disproportionately represented among these.
Home foreclosures, record high
unemployment, and a lack of jobs
are all contributing to this frightening epidemic. At the same time,
institutions that these children and
homeless families desperately rely
on like Churches, food banks, and
shelters are all experiencing
extreme shortages.
The Giving USA Foundation,
a consultancy for nonprofit organizations, reported a 2 percent drop
in donations to charitable causes
in 2008 as compared to 2007.
That roughly translates to
$307.6 billion instead of $314.1
billion. Billions of dollars may
sound like a massive amount, but
not when you take into account the
extent of our current situation.
During one week in early October,
some 50,00 0 -6 0 , 0 0 0 Det ro i t
residents stood in massive lines in
order to receive applications for
homeless prevention assistance. In

a city where poverty and unemployment rates hover at 30% or
more, Detroit is by definition a
prime example of the desperate
ramifications of our troubled
economic times.
Unfortunately, this massive
despair isn’t confined to Detroit
alone. CNN recently highlighted
an elementary school in Las Vegas
where the school’s principal
estimated that 75 percent of her
622 students have experienced
homelessness or are in danger of
becoming homeless. Thankfully,
she and others took immediate
action to quell the frightening and
disturbing trend. But in cities and
towns across this nation, not
everyone is as lucky.
No one can deny that we live
in uncertain and unpredictable
times. As jobs continue to
diminish, banks fail, and the world
economy is unstable at best,
Americans are wisely saving more
and spending less. But one place
that we cannot pinch our pennies
is in regards to the poor and disenfranchised. And if we cannot
afford to donate money or goods,
we can always donate our time –
wh i ch i s al way s i n v al u ab l e .
During this holiday season, feed

the homeless, collect clothes or
books for your neighborhood
Church or shelter, or just lend an
ear to someone who needs a
friend.
Wh e n h o m e l e s s n e s s a n d
poverty are on the rise, we all
suffer. Even those that believe
they are unscathed by the downtrodden must remember that if
charities do not receive the
necessary goods they need, you
can bet crime is likely to go up as
desperate folks have no other
resort.
The American Red Cross itself
has experienced an average 25
percent dip in registering individual donations this year alone,
according to its spokespeople. As
the requests for help continue to
rise, donations are disturbingly
low across the board. We must
have faith that giving to others
always comes back to us in more
ways than we may perceive at
first. So this season, as you shop
for the latest gadgets or buy gifts
for everyone on your list, don’t
forget the ones that have no voice,
no place to live and many times no
hope left. Remember, we are all in
this together.

National Urban League Offers Plan For
Putting Americans Back To Work
BY MARC H. MORIAL
NNPA COLUMNIST

(NNPA) - Last week,
in response to a growing chorus of
progressive voices, President
Obama hosted a jobs summit at the
White House. The November jobs
report shows that overall unemployment now stands at 10 percent
while African-American joblessness tips the scales at a hefty 15.6
percent. Obviously, unemployment has now reached crisis proportions. Prior to the White House
summit, I sent a letter on behalf of
the National Urban League to
N a t i onal Economic C ouncil
d i re c tor Lar r y Su mmers a nd
Congressional leaders outlining
our six-point plan to create 3
million jobs that are desperately
needed, especially in communities
of color.
The National Urban League's
more than 100 affiliates are on the
frontlines of the job crisis every
day. We see the devastating effect
the disproportionately high unem-

ployment rate among AfricanAmericans is having on the
families and communities we
serve. In my letter, I reminded the
Administration and the Congress
that official unemployment figures
- ten percent overall, 15.6 percent
for African-Americans and 12.7
percent for Hispanics - only reflect
those who are still looking for
work, not those who have all but
given up after repeated rejections.
The real overall unemployment
rate is something like 17 percent,
and it's higher than that in the
black community. Joblessness at
these levels decimates families,
destroys the dreams of their
children and threatens the very
future of our nation. The National
Urban League's six-point plan for
Putting Americans Back to Work
demands immediate action from
Washington.
The cornerstone of our plan
calls on the federal government to
fund direct job creation by offering
financial support to cities and
states to hire workers to provide

critical services in communities
acro s s t h e n at i o n . We ar e
proposing an investment of $150
billion to create three million jobs
now.
Ot h er reco m m en d at i o n s
include:
• Expand and Expedite the
Small Business Administration's
Community Express Loan
Program through a reduction of the
interest rate to one percent targeted
for those businesses located in
areas where the local unemployment rate exceeds the state
average.
• Create Green Empowerment
Zones in areas where at least 50
percent of the population has an
unemployment rate that is higher
than the state average.
• Expand the Hiring of
Housing Counselors Nationwide
by investing $500 million to fund
housing counseling agencies
nationwide to help delinquent
borrowers work with their loan
servicers to secure more affordable
mortgages.
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• Expand the Youth Summer
Jobs Program for 2010 by
investing $5-7 billion to employ 5
million teens. The unemployment
rate for African-American youth is
over 40 percent.
• Create 100 Urban Jobs
Academies to Implement an
Expansion of the Urban Youth
Empowerment Program (UYEP)
to employ and train the chronically
unemployed.
I concluded my letter with the
following appeal: "Despite the
ambivalence of most Americans
with regards to spending billions
of dollars to bail out the very businesses they felt had previously
taken advantage of them, they
understood the need to take swift
and deliberate action to avoid a
major national, or even global,
financial crisis. We ask that the
same urgency be given to the
people experiencing a personal
financial crisis in cities throughout
this country."
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Stimulus Funds Earmarked To
Fight Foreclosure Fraud

Pinellas County’s Department
of Justice and Consumer Services
announces the receipt of a
$100,000 federal grant to fight
foreclosure fraud. The grant was
provided through the American
Recovery & Reinvestment Act.
“When the real estate market
was booming,” says Tim Burns,
director of the Department of
Justice and Consumer Services,
“con artists were preying on
people shopping for mortgages.
Today, as we’ve seen such a
dramatic increase in foreclosure
cases, these same opportunists
are seeking to illegally profit
from people desperate to save
their homes.”
The grant will be earmarked

specifically to fight foreclosure
fraud in Pinellas County. A
Foreclosure Fraud Prevention
Team has been formed initially
comprising the Department of
Justice and Consumer Services
as project coordinator, along
with Pinellas County
Community Development, St.
Petersburg Neighborhood
Housing Services, Tampa Bay
Community D ev el o p m en t
Corporation, Gulfcoast Legal
Services, the Pinellas-Pasco Area
Agency on Aging, and the
Community Law Program.
Programs funded by the
grant will alert homeowners to
the dangers of foreclosure rescue
scams and will offer direct assis-

tance referrals for victims of
foreclosure fraud to help prevent
additional financial loss
or
even the possible loss of their
homes.
More information on assistance provided as a result of this
grant can be found at www.pinellascounty.org/foreclosure.
This project was supported
by Award No. 2009-SU-B90021 awarded by the Bureau of
Justice Administration, Office of
Justice Programs. The opinions,
findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this
publication/program/exhibition
are those of the authors and do
not necessarily reflect the views
of the Department of Justice.

Adult And Adolescent
Substance Abuse Treatment

TAM PA - I n 2008, an
estimated 23.1 million
Americans aged 12 or older
needed treatment for an illicit
drug or alcohol abuse problem,
representing 9.2 percent of the
population in this age group.
Tragically, only ten percent
of them gained access to a
specialty
substance
abuse
facility. Also, the severity of drug
and alcohol abuse places a significant financial demand on
Florida’s economy. According to
a recent study by the Florida
Alcohol and Drug Abuse
Association (FADAA) and
Florida Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Corporation
(SA&MH), drug and alcohol

abuse costs the state $43 billion
annually; and these costs could
be drastically reduced with more
accessible treatment services.
In an effort to meet these
demands, Rehab After Work /
Rehab After School of Florida
opened its first office in
Pompano Beach, June 2009. In
December 2009, its newest
office opened at 773 West
Lumsden Road, Brandon, FL; a
central location for all of East
Hillsborough County. Rehab
After Work & Rehab After
School has 20 locations in other
states and over 15 years experience
combating
chemical
dependency. RAW & RAS are
licensed intensive outpatient and

traditional outpatient drug and
alcohol treatment programs, that
provide services to adults, adolescents and their families
including family recovery
groups, addictions awareness
programs, and relapse prevention groups.
Cert i fi ed Ad d i ct i o n s
Professional and DOT Qualified
Substance Abuse Professional,
Dan Cosby, Clinical Site
Director, opened the new RAW
and RAS office in Brandon.
Cosby is dedicated to assisting
fam i l i es s t ru g g l i n g wi t h
substance abuse issues and
believes Rehab After Work and
Rehab After School fills the
treatment center void.

Letter To The Editor
Amendment 4 is the Florida resident's Declaration of Independence
Dear Editor,
Florida voters should be on
the lookout for the Politicians
an d S p e c u l a t o r s w h o a r e
ramping up their founding
fathers spin against the Florida
Hometown Democracy
Am e n d m e n t . T h i s c r u c i a l
Amendment will be on next
N o v e m b e r ’s b a l l o t a s
Amendment 4 (A4). Nothing
else will make our representative government more “representative” than local voters
checking politician’s most
important work, Comprehensive
Land Use Plan changes. A4’s
link to our founding principles
is found in our Declaration of
Independence. Compare the historical and modern betrayals.
“We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty,
and the pursuit of Happiness”.
Rights evaporate when politicians make land-use changes
that ruin your neighborhood.
Taxation without representation
exists in changes to rural areas
where you will pay for wasteful
new infrastructure.
“That to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted
among men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the
governed.” Politicians haven’t
feared losing power because
they hide simple changes in
techno babble so as not to anger
too many people at once.
“That whenever any Form

of Government becomes
destructive of these ends, it is
the Right of the People to alter
or to abolish it, and to institute
new Government, laying its
foundation on such principles
and organizing its powers in
such form, as to them shall seem
most likely to effect their Safety
and Happiness.” What better
way to protect our environment
and property values than for
local voters to cast the deciding
vote?
“Prudence, indeed, will
dictate that Governments long
established should not be
changed for light and transient
causes; and accordingly all
experience hath shewn that
mankind are more disposed to
suffer, while evils are sufferable
than to right themselves by
abolishing the forms to which
they are accustomed.” A4 can’t
stop political corruption but it
will make it less profitable in
city hall.
“But when a long train of
abuses and usurpations (zoning
changes, loss of neighborhood
schools and libraries, out of
control taxes), pursuing invariably the same Object (Comp
Plan Changes) evinces a design
to reduce them under absolute
Despotism, it is their right, it is
their duty, to throw off such
Government, and to provide
new Guards for their future
security” Enter Amendment 4.
“Such has been the patient
sufferance of these Colonies;
and such is now the necessity
which constrains them to alter

their former Systems of
Government. The history of the
present King of Great Britain
(local power brokers and politicians) is a history of repeated
injuries and usurpations, all
having in direct object the
establishment of an absolute
Tyranny over these States. To
pr o v e t h i s , l e t F a c t s b e
submitted to a candid world.”
Candid facts about my
home town show we have less
than 40,000 residences built but
allow over 300,000. This is
ridiculous when we are already
pumping over 80 percent of our
water allowance. Is it corruption or incompetence that leads
politicians to keep changing our
Co m p P l a n t o m a k e t h i s
problem worse instead of
lowering our disastrous build
out?
To make an informed vote
next November you must find
out the facts about your local
Comp Plan and how much
water you have left too. Don’t
be surprised when the politicos
refuse to disclose in fear of local
revolution. Will the media
throughout Florida continue to
ignore local facts until desalination raises our water bills five
times? By then it will be too
late. Amendment 4 is simply the
Fl o r i d a r e s i d e n t ’s m o d e r n
Declaration of Independence.
Don’t get tricked into letting it
fail.
- Greg Gimbert,
Daytona Beach, FL

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Cadillac CTS
Lease at 48 months

12K Year M.S.R.P. $39,105.00
$359.00 plus tax $3,495.00 down
plus start up costs. Call for details.

Call Mike Hughes
at

727-450-7446

Includes all rebates and incentives.
With qualifying G.M.A.C.
lease due by 03/31/2010.

Dimmitt Cadillac
25191 U.S. Hwy. 19
Clearwater, FL 33763
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Cold Weather Shelters
Counting On Holiday Spirit

The holiday season is a time
for sharing and helping those
less fortunate. When temperatures plummet this winter,
homeless residents will be
seeking a warm place to stay in
the network of cold weather
shelters, operated by many
churches and non-profits and
staffed primarily by volunteers.
Last winter when the bay
area experienced a prolonged
period of cold weather, the
supplies at the shelters ran dangerously low. Only through a
desperate plea – and the generosity of residents who made
donations – were the shelters
able to remain open to serve the
men, women, and children who
had no other place to go. With
the current economic crisis,
budgets have been cut and many
more people have become
homeless, creating an even
greater challenge this winter.
Some of the items needed
desperately include food,
blankets, coffee, disposable dinnerware (plates, napkins, forks,

etc.), money, and gift certificates
to grocery stores. Anyone able to
donate can drop supplies off at
the Pinellas County Coalition for
the Homeless office, 5180 62nd
Ave. N. in Pinellas Park. Their
phone number is (727) 5285763.
When the temperature is
expected to drop to 40 degrees or
below, shelters will open and
accept guests throughout the
night, starting typically between
6 and 6:30 p.m., and close the
following morning at approximately 6 a.m. Shelter guests are
provided with a hot evening
meal, a warm safe place to spend
the night, and breakfast the
following morning. Volunteers
work throughout the night in
order for the shelters to remain
open.
This winter two new shelters
have been added to the system:
St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church
in Tarpon Springs and a midcounty shelter located at the
Boys and Girls Club of the
Florida Suncoast in Pinellas

Park. There are also four cold
night shelters specifically designated for families with children.
See the attached list of this year’s
shelters.
For more information,
contact Michael Amidei at (727)
543-2600, Cliff Smith at (727)
464-8448 or Sarah Snyder at
(727) 424-1355.
2009-2010 Cold Night
Shelters (Adult men and women)
- St Timothy’s Lutheran
Church, 812 E. Tarpon Ave.,
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689.
Capacity: 50.
- The Turning Point, 1801
Fifth Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL
33713. Capacity: 25.
- Salvation Army, 1400
Fourth St. S., St. Petersburg, FL
33701. Capacity: 25.
- St Cecelia Catholic
Church, 820 Jasmine Way,
Clearwater, FL 33756. Capacity:
100.
- Boys & Girls Club of the
Suncoast in Pinellas Park, 7790
61st St. N., Pinellas Park, FL
33781. Capacity: 300.

The Right Breakfast Gives You
The Right Stuff

(SPM Wire) Whether you
have a big day at work or are
about to take an important test at
school, the right breakfast can
improve energy and concentration.
According to the Dietitians
Association of Australia, the
right breakfast can help on that

big day.
Breakfast provides your
brain with carbohydrates,
vitamins and minerals. Try
cereal with reduced-fat milk,
topped with fruit and a sprinkle
of almonds. Also beneficial is
wholegrain toast with reducedfat cheese and tomato, and a

small fruit juice.
Drink plenty of water to
hydrate your body, reduce
fatigue and help your brain work.
Limit coffee or caffeinated soft
drinks. Caffeine can act as a mild
stimulant, boosting alertness, but
too much can make you feel
nervous and restless.

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity –
Eta Rho Chapter
Welcomes New Officers
For 2009-2010

BY TOM PACKER
AND JAMES JACKSON, JR.
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

S T. P E T E R S B U R G –
Eta Rho Chapter of Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity, installed
new officers at their
November regular meeting.
The incoming administrative
team is poised to lead an array
of planned activities for the
year. The chapter’s Social
Action Programs represents
the core foundation of the frate r n i t i e s o u t r e a c h t o t h e
community. Eta Rho Chapter

F O ST ER

Officers sworn in: L-R William Puller, Basileus, Ben William, Vice
Basileus, Ivan Tucker, Keeper of Records and Seal, Grady
Terrell, lll Keeper of Finance, Joseph Chaney (not shown)
Chaplain, Watson Haynes, Immediate Passed Chaplain

continues to lead in the
number of projects that affect

the lives of citizens living in
the South St. Petersburg area.

continued from front page

Elder Martin Rainey, a
NAACP representative attended
the meeting and asked Mayor
Elect Foster would he continue
the city’s Monitoring Education
Specialist position, to which
Foster responded “yes.”
Foster added that he would
expand upon the current Mayor
Rick Baker’s education involvement, which mainly focused on
mentoring. Foster wants to form
partnerships with local colleges,
social services agencies, and civil
rights agencies to expand the
city’s role in education. He wants
to offer tutorial programs on math
and reading in community centers
and for city staffers to volunteer

Citizens gather at town hall meeting

for the Pinellas County School
District’s SAC (Student Advisory
Committee).
Other concerns included
more working street lights,
abandoned homes, and irresponsible landlords. It was also

announced that a job fair for
employment with the Pinellas Job
Corps Center will be held on Jan.
11, 2010. For more information
contact the Mayor’s Action Line
at 727-893-7111.

Holiday Season Edition
(Dec. 24, 2009)

Annual Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Edition
(Jan. 14, 2010)

20%
DISCOUNT

Black History Month Edition
(Feb. 18, 2010)

Call Today! 727-896-2922
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Youth Walk On United Nations
Human Rights Day To Deliver
A Message Of Non-Discrimination

TAMPA BAY– In honor of
the United Nations Human
Rights Day, Dec 10th, hundreds
walked across the Clearwater
Memorial Bridge today carrying
signs and singing songs to
forward the message, “Embrace
Diversity – End Discrimination”
in the first ever “International
Walk for Human Rights”
organized by Youth for Human
Rights Florida. It was a diverse
group of youth from several
cultures, religions, races, and
educational levels that walked
with signs representing the 30
articles of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
across Memorial Bridge.
The Clearwater walk represented the USA as part of this
international effort in which
th o u sands of you th from
countries around the world across
six continents walked on the
same day. They walked not to
fight a cause or to protest, but
simply to bring awareness of the
importance of human rights. This
year’s message created by The
United Nations of non-discrimination is based on human right
number one, “We Are All Born
Free and Equal”.
Countries all walking to
honor Human Rights Day
include, Australia, Austria,
Barbados, Cameroon, Canada,
Colombia, Denmark, Germany,
Holland, India, Jordan, Kenya,
Me x i co, N epal, Nige ria,
Slovakia, Somalia, South Africa,
United Kingdom, and Zambia.

Dustin McGahee, President
of Youth for Human Rights
Florida and originator of the walk
best described the event by
saying, “Being part of an event
where youth around the world are
uniting against discrimination
and promoting human rights
brings excitement and hope that
there can be change.”
In honor of this walk, and the
efforts of all the youth to make it
possible, The City of Clearwater
and the City of Tampa proclaimed December 10, 2009,
Youth for Human Rights Day.
Human Rights Awards
Celebration followed the walk at
Fort Harrison, courtesy of the
Church of Scientology. The celebration included Youth for
Human Rights Awards based on
6 of the 30 human rights.

Youth march for human rights

The Human Rights Day 2009
Award, which focuses on the
message of the walk of “embrace
diversity – end discrimination”
and is based on Human Rights
#1, “We Are All Born Free and
Equal” went to Dr. Donna Elam,
Chairperson of the Florida
Commission of Human Relations
for her passion for equality for
all.
"As the world becomes more
diverse, it is essential for people
from all walks of life, creeds,
races, cultures, and ethnicities to
unite as we work towards a
peaceful and discrimination-free
world," said Dr. Donna Elam. "I
am pleased to receive this award
and will continue to work diligently towards securing human
rights for all people."
Youth for Human Rights

International (YHRI) is a nonprofit, secular organization
founded in 2001 by educator Dr.
Mary Shuttleworth. "Having
spent over 30 years working with
youth, I saw that youth were vulnerable when they did not know
their rights. It is important that
they not only know they have
these rights but that, according to
Article 29 of the United Nations
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, they also have responsibilities to protect their rights and
the rights of their peers. That is
exactly what these youth organizing and participating in the
International Walk for Human
Rights are doing.”
For more information on The
International Walk for Human
Rights go to: www.internationalwalkforhumanrights.org.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Saturday, Dec. 19 - Christmas Toy Giveaway, Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American Museum, 2240 Ninth Ave. S. 10
a.m. to noon. Last year the Dr. Carter G. Woodson African
American Museum gave away food certificates, toys, and
clothing to 50 families as part of its Christmas Toy
Giveaway. With the assistance of local churches and other
non-profit organizations the museum is looking forward to
making even more families happy this year. Please join us
for this event! www.woodsonmuseum.org or 727-323-1104.
Saturday, Dec. 19 - Baywalk Holiday Spectacular, Baywalk
Courtyard, 153 2nd Ave. N, 1 to 4 p.m. Bring the family for a
Radio Disney holiday celebration! Live music, interactive
games, giveaways and special Disney prizes from Santa!
Don't forget your camera! Sponsored by Radio Disney.
www.newbaywalk.com.

Saturday, Dec. 19 - Classic Auto Show, The Pier, 800 2nd
Ave. N.E. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Classic beauties will surround
The Pier. Bring an unwrapped new toy for All Children's
Hospital's kids. www.stpetepier.com or 727-821-6443.
Through Dec. 31 - Holiday Lights and Giant Greeting Card
Display, N. Straub Park, Downtown St. Petersburg. Nightly.
Sounds of the Season at The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. A
variety of musical and holiday entertainment activities
throughout December.

Through Jan. 3 - Christmas Lights Display, 100,000 lights on
nearly a half acre of land, every night from 6-10, at 2719
Oakdale St. S., St. Petersburg. Map available at christmasdisplay.org or call 727-896-6500 for information.

COMPANION PLANS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

Circle S Motors gives Notice of Foreclosure of Lien
and intent to sell these vehicles on January 5, 2010,
09:00 am at 2132 Pine Forest Dr. Clearwater, Fl.
33764, pursuant to subsection 713.78 of the
Florida Statues, for Labor service and/or storage
charges only. Circle S Motors reserves the
right to accept or reject any and/or all bids.

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:

2000 Ford F-450 Vin# 1FDXF46FXYEC39940
2003 Dodge Neon Vin# 1B3ES56C43D182783

WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM

• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CALL LARRY

ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD

before an auto accident to make sure you and
your family get paid for injuries. We make
sure you have the best coverages so you don’t
have to ask the other guy.

• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents

Larry E. Walker, Agent

727-393-4617

larry.e.walker.bxex@statefarm.com

St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

AUTO • MOTORCYCLE • RV • TRUCK • LIFE • HEALTH • HOME

Hair-it-iz

S ILVERLINING B EAUTY C ENTER

Natural & Chemical
Braids &
Styles by
Felica

Specializing in Hair, Beauty and Creativity
1834 49th Street South, St. Petersburg
Amber Sheppard, Licensed Cosmetologist
Shop 727-328-2623
Cell 727-543-8953
Walk-ins Available Saturday Only

Loc’s, Twist, Braids, Sisterlocks®

Appointments Only
1001B 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727-743-4239
www.Hairitizsalon.com
Willie “Hot Dog” Hardwick

PLACE YOUR AD IN THE

General Repairs, Roofing, Drywall,
Carpentry, Soffit and Gutters, Painting,
Pressure Cleaning, Plastering,
Hauling, Installing Doors and Windows
Electrical and Plumbing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY!
NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!

Call (727) 896-2922

No Jobs Too Small

(727) 252-3170 or 867-7242
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Author Gail L. Thomas Returns
Home For The Holidays
ST. PETERSBURG - Gail
L. Thomas graduated from
Northeast High School in
1975; where she was introduced to her husband of thirty
three years. Gail left St.
Petersburg, FL, to accompany
her husband Curtis H. Thomas
as he went to his first military
duty station in Ft. Benning,
Georgia. Curtis and Gail have
two wonderful adult children;
Tamara, Tara and a beautiful
granddaughter; Arianna. She
was licensed as a Minister of
the Gospel in 1987 while she
and her family were stationed
at Ft. Sill, OK. She has earned
several degrees; her last one
to-date was in 2000 from the
University of Oklahoma with a
Bachelor In Applied Science,
Nursing
While traveling with her
husband for 23 years on
numerous military assignm e n t s s he was give n the
opportunity to meet many
people who influenced her life
in very positive ways. One of
the persons was Amy Kolfax;
who Gail met in 1995 while
attending a Christian Women’s
Retreat when they were
stationed in New Jersey. Amy
ministered to Gail that the
Lord said that she would write
books. Gail stated, “Of course,
I thought that she had the
wrong person and I literally
filed the words in my mental
filing cabinet where they laid
dormant.” Yet God would not
allow the words to remain
dormant forever. After approximately ten years had passed
Gail was further inspired by
God to write her first book
entitled, I Want My Portion. I
Want My Portion is a book on

Gail L. Thomas

purpose and destiny and will
inspire the readers to seek
God’s will for their lives; as
they see that God can use
anyone. The reader will also
find out that God has a plan for
all of our lives and that He is
willing to show us, if we
would only take the time to sit
at His feet.
The reason she says that
that it was God who inspired
her is because she never had
the desire to write any type of
literature. To be honest she
went on to say, “I was not
much of a reader. I didn’t
believe that I possessed the
knowledge to properly utilize
the English language as an
author. However, with much
prayer and guidance from the
Lord, I have been able to carry
out the mandate placed upon
my heart.”
Just recently, Gail has
completed her second book
entitled, The Struggle Is Over:

The Kingdom Of Heaven Has
Come! In this powerful book
Gail encourages others to stop
the struggling and stumbling in
these chaotic times and live a
victorious life as they trust
God to provide for their every
need. Gail believes that by
applying the principles and
spiritual wisdom of her new
book, The Struggle Is Over:
The Kingdom Of Heaven Has
C o m e! t h at y o u wi l l s ee
strongholds and bondages
destroyed.
Gail is taking the Gospel
into the market place by
allowing her hands and words
to reach out and touch those
with whom she comes into
contact. She knows that we are
the only hands and feet that
Christ has.
Come and met Gail
Sunday, December 20, 2009, at
Friendship Baptist Church,
3300 31 Street South, St.
Petersburg, FL, where the
Pastor is Dr. John Evans, Sr.,
D.D. Gail will be the guest
speaker for the10:45 Service
and will sign books following
the 7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
services.
You can also meet Gail
Monday, December 21, 2009,
as the guest of Dr. Ada Davis,
f o u n d e r o f Wo m e n o f
Ex cel l en ce M i n i s t ri es at
Lakewood United Church of
Christ, 2601 54 Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL. Gail will be
ministering the Word of God
and signing books following
the service. Service will begin
at 7:00 p.m.
Please
contact
Gale
Jenkins for additional information at 727-639-1482 or 727864-9254.

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

Almasi Sims and youth outside Mahaffey Theater

Academy Prep’s impact is most
evident through the success of its
graduates. Founded in a neighborhood where less than 37% of
students were graduating from
high school, 95% of Academy
Prep’s graduates are currently in
high school, college, or have
already begun successful careers.
The Pinellas County Urban
League has a stake in producing
well-rounded citizens and enthusiastically
participates
in
Academy Prep’s role model
program. Says Gregory Johnson,
League CEO & President, “We
have to reach as many youth as
we can and engage them in
positive activities which feed
their desire for excellence and
personal success. Simply telling
our children that good grades are
essential is not enough to keep
them engaged.” Johnson, who is
also a trustee for the school,
advocates for more opportunities
for a holistic learning/living environment. “Through our programs
at the League, we address
character building for youth
through our NULITES program.
We promote safer communities
through our crime prevention
programs. We offer networking
opportunities
and
business

exposure through our Young
Professionals. We have a place
for the youth here at the Urban
League,” said Johnson. Founded
in 1976, the Pinellas County
Urban League, Inc. (PCUL), is
the premier social service and
civil rights organization in
Pinellas County. The mission of
the Pinellas County Urban
League is to assist AfricanAmericans and others in need in
the achievement of social and
economic equality. The League
implements its mission through
advocacy,
bridge
building,
program services, and research.
For more information about the
League and its programs, please
call (727) 327-2081 or visit
www.pcul.org. For more information about Academy Prep
Center St Petersburg, please call
(727) 322-0800 extension 2104
or visit www.academyprep.org.
The 5000 Role Models of
Excellence Program is active in
many Pinellas County Schools.
For more information about this
program, visit www.pcsb.org/volunteers/rolemodels.html or call
Javontae Wright at (727) 8932183 extension 1127.

Vincent Dolan, President/CEO
Progress Energy, Florida
Honorary Chair

5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

group actively engaged in a thoroughly enjoyable performance.”
In fact while returning to school
on the bus, the youth engaged in
conversations about the show’s
highlights: African-style drumming,
call and response chanting, ballet,
tap, and modern dance. Each
highlight had its own advocate.
As a mentor, Sims works closely
with Academy Prep staff in
striving for these students to
achieve on or above grade level
performance. The program
contends that academic success
appears to be a direct result of
students who have changed their
negative behaviors into positive
actions. “This exposure may lead
one or more of these young men
into the arts, a hobby that requires
great discipline, offers much satisfaction, and keeps them away
from trouble in the streets,” says
Sims, who is a contemporary
gospel performer with the duo
BRILLIANCE.
While Academy Prep is
designed to promote an appreciation for hard work, growth in
personal responsibility, and
academic and social skills, 5000
Role Models of Excellence
supports these guiding principles
and are aimed at educating “the
whole child”, says Stodghill, the
school’s Director of Graduate
Support. “We strive to teach our
students how to learn. Exposing
them to experiences in dynamic
social settings creates teachable
moments across academic disciplines. It is in these moments that
we, as role models, offer effective
character development to compliment the school’s superior
ac a d e m i c i n s t r u c t i o n . ” A t
Academy Prep, students make
impressive leaps on standardized
test scores, and many go on to
elite private high schools or to
rigorous
public
programs.

24TH ANNUAL
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
LEADERSHIP BREAKFAST

727-572-4355

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

continued from front page

NCNW

Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

“It’s all taken care of”

HOLIDAY

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

PLEASE
Support
Our
Advertisers

Date: Monday, January 18, 2010
Place: St. Petersburg Coliseum
535 Fourth Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL
Time: 7:30 A.M.
Theme: Remember! Celebrate! Act!
A Day On, Not A Day Off !!!
Speaker: Dr. Crystal Kuykendall
“Educator, Attorney, Human Relations Expert and Powerful Presenter”
Tickets: $25.00 per person, may be purchased at
The Weekly Challenger newspaper or Deanie K’s Beauty Salon
(Mon.-Fri.), 2500 Dr. MLK, Jr. St. S., St. Petersburg
or by email at ncnwstpete@yahoo.com
(Sponsorship Opportunities are available)

For Additional Information Contact:
Dianne Speights
National Council of Negro Women, Inc.,
St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section
727-896-2922 or 727-403-0144
Email: ncnwstpete@yahoo.com
Co-Sponsored by
City of St. Petersburg
Mary H. Clowers, Chair .
Thomas Whitlock, Co-Chair
Signora Farris, President

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Gale Sayers

Gale Eugene Sayers (born
Ma y 30, 1943 in Wic hita ,
Kansas), also known as "The
Kansas Comet", is a retired professional football player in the
National Football League who
spent his entire career with the
Chicago Bears.
Sayers is a member of both
the Pro Football Hall of Fame
and the College Football Hall of
Fame. His friendship with fellow
Chicago Bear Brian Piccolo was
the basis for the 1971 movie
Brian's Song. He is a successful
entrepreneur in the information
technology field and an active
philanthropist.
Sayers, raised in Omaha,
Nebraska, graduated from
Omaha Central High School
(where he set a state long jump
record of 24'11 3/4")and was a
two-time All-American player at
the University of Kansas. During
his Jayhawk career, he rushed for
2,675 yards and gained 3,917 allpurpose yards. In 1963, he set an
NCAA Division I record with a
99-yard run against Nebraska. In
his senior year, he led the
Jayhawks to a 15-14 upset
victory over Oklahoma with a
96-yard kickoff return. Sayers is
considered by many to have been
the greatest open field runner in
college football history.
Gale Sayers was drafted by
the Bears and the Kansas City
Chiefs of the American Football
League, but signed with Chicago.
In his rookie year, he scored an
NFL record 22 touchdowns (14
rushing, 6 receiving, and 1 each
on punt and kickoff returns). He
ga i n ed 1,374 yards from
scrimmage and had 2,272 allpurpose yards (also a record, later
broken by Tim Brown, who
played two more games than
Sayers). He tied Ernie Nevers'
and Dub Jones' record for touchdowns in a single game, with 6 in
a 61-20 victory over the San
Francisco 49ers on December 12.
Sayers averaged an impressive 5.2 yards per rush and 17.5
yards per reception. His return
averages were even more impressive, with 14.9 yards per punt
return and 31.4 yards per kickoff
return. He was the unanimous
choice for NFL Rookie of the
Year honors. Despite his heroics,
the Bears finished in third place
in the NFL Western Conference
(behind the Green Bay Packers
and Baltimore Colts)
In his second season, despite
being the focus of opposing
defenses, Sayers led the league in

Hands In Motion Latin Band
Remain True to Their Word

rushing with 1,231 yards,
averaging 5.4 yards per carry
with 8 touchdowns. He led the
Bears in receiving with 34
catches, 447 yards, and two more
scores; he also more than
matched his rookie season's kick
return numbers, averaging 31.2
yards per return with 2 touchdowns. He set another NFL
record with 2,440 all-purpose
yards despite the fact the Bears
struggled, finishing in fifth place
with a 5-7-2 record. Sayers also
won the first of three Pro Bowl
Most Valuable Player awards.
After the first nine games of
1968, Sayers was again leading
the NFL in rushing (he finished
with 856 yards and a 6.2 average
per carry). However, his season
ended prematurely in a game
against the San Francisco 49ers
when Sayers tore many
ligaments in his right knee. After
surgery, Sayers went through a
physical rehabilitation program
with the help of teammate Brian
Piccolo.
In the 1969 season Sayers led
the league in rushing once again
with 1,032 yards, but he lacked
the lightning speed he once had,
and averaged only 4.4 yards per
carry. The Bears, long past the
Halas glory years, finished in last
place with a franchise worst 1–13
record.
In 1970, Sayers suffered a
second knee injury, this time to

his left knee. Piccolo also died of
cancer that year. During his off
time, Sayers took classes to
become a stockbroker and
became the first black stockbroker in his company's history.
After another rehabilitation
period, he tried a comeback in
1971, but was not successful. He
was encouraged to retire because
of his loss of speed. His final
game was in the preseason; he
was handed the ball three times
and fumbled twice.
Sayers retired from football
in 1971.
In 1977, Sayers was inducted
into the Pro Football Hall of
Fame, and is still the youngest
inductee in the Hall's history. In
1994, the Bears retired his
number 40 at Soldier Field, along
with the number 51 of his
teammate, legendary linebacker
Dick Butkus. In 1999, despite the
brevity of his career, he was
ranked #21 on The Sporting
News's list of the 100 Greatest
Football Players.
Sayers' records include most
touchdowns in a rookie season
(22 in 1965), most touchdowns in
a game (6, tied with Nevers and
Jones), highest career kickoff
return average (30.56), most
kickoff return touchdowns (6,
tied with four other players), and
most return touchdowns in a
game (2, tied with many players).

HOROSCOPES
If nothing much is happening on the
job, remember that chilling is good
sometimes. Use this week to return
phone calls and answer letters. Be low
key. Wonderful things flow from what
you don't do.
TAURUS
You can turn that obstacle into an
opportunity at work. Check out the
players carefully. Watch your back and
hold your tongue around workplace
rivals. Aggressively seek agreement.
GEMINI
Don't let your outer space infringe on
your inner peace. Control situations that
might affect your ability to get that
important job done. Remember people
are only human. As seldom before confidence is the key to accomplishment
this week.
CANCER
Mail, e-mail, or telephone brings news
of a matter that demands more attention than you might think. Opportunity
knocks at work this week. This week
spend some quality time with your
family.

LEO
Listen well for the indications that
money can be found in an unusual
place. Social and romantic interest
should be your focus this evening.
Love comes from what you do not say.
VIRGO
Some people may not "get" where
you're coming from, but ask your family and significant other to give you
time to explain your way of looking at
life this week. Do it calmly and confidentially.
LIBRA
Now's a better than usual time for
self-reflection and meditation. Share
your ideas. They're more valuable than
you think. Appreciation comes from
someone far away. You make the call.
SCORPIO
Creativity comes from a deep source.
Take the chance to pursue creative
goals. Others will understand later. You
and a child can come to an
unmatched understanding. Speak
truth and let the chips fall where they
may.
SAGITTARIUS
Listen carefully and follow good advice

33 46 13
PICK OF THE WEEK!

DECEMBER 17 – 23
ARIES

Leader, composer, and task
master Lannie Battistini on
keyboards “Took Control” last
Friday night in the Mahaffey
Theater’s Bayview Room (St.
Pete’s favorite jazz club). His Latin
band composed of Nalicio Taveras,
alto sax, Eddie Mercado, baby
bass, Benny Maldonado, timbales
and Jay Puente on congas set the
“Stage On Fire.” To date, since my
arrival in Tampa Bay several years
ago, this Latin jazz group is by far,
the best I’ve seen or heard.
There’s something mystifying
about waiting to hear how a band
sounds live, when you’ve only
heard them perform on CD. Then,
when you finally hear them, and
they’re only so-so, there’s a
tendency to mentally place them in
the back of your mind. However, if
they’re more than what you anticipated or heard on CD, you simply
can’t get them out of your mind.
That’s how it is with me, because
of Friday evening’s performance.
This particular Latin group was
(entertainment lingo) smokin’, and
I cannot get them out of my mind.
On the other hand, the
audience and I should have
expected lots of excitement since,
publicity concerning the concert
indicated that in 2000, Battistini
performed on keyboards during the
live recorded Grammy Award
winning album CD: Olga Viva,
Viva Olga” at the House of Blues
in Orlando. In fact, Battistini has a
list of credits to his name ranging
from Honorable Mention in a John
Lennon Song writing contest to
being a semi-finalist in the 1982
New York Song Festival, and
many others.
At Friday’s concert, Hands In
Motion Latin Band (HIMLB)
kicked off the first set with the uptempo “Mambo Inn” an old
favorite of mine, when I was a
teenager visiting the Palladium in
New York City. Written by Mario
Bauz, Grace Samson, and Bobby

that will come from someone you've
often regarded as foolish. You run into
difficulties with one of your projects;
don't worry, it's only temporary. How
you manage your mind will affect the
eventual outcome.
CAPRICORN
If there is someone or something that
you're avoiding don't panic if you find
you must confront what you've been
hiding from. Wait for things to work
themselves out. Don't force the issue.
Time solves more problems than you
ever can.
AQUARIUS
Be flexible. Yes, you. There are many
ways to be right and your lover or
friend will have come up with one that
is different from yours. You‘ll be asked
to compromise this week or you just
have to give in. Remember you sometimes have to give a little to get a little.
PISCES
Use your natural magnetism to get to
someone who might be hard to reach.
If you have a problem that you need to
get off your chest tell a relative or
friend, don't hold it inside. Where's the
party? Find it. You need a social setting
to make the magnetism work best.

368
746
986

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
1-3 7-2
2-6 3-8
5-1 4-7

Woodlen in 1952, the year of my
high school graduation, it was a hit
tune then, and remains a favorite
standard of most jazz musicians.
You could tell by the reaction of the
audience that the evening was
going to be a full-filled musical
experience.
Keeping the attention of the
audience, HIMLB followed up
with “Autumn Leaves”, a muchrecorded popular song. Originally
a 1945 French song “Les feuilles
mortes” (literally “The Dead
Leaves”) with music written by
Joseph Kosma and lyrics by poet
Jacques Prévert, it became a jazz
standard sometime around 1947.
In addition to brilliant playing
by leader Battistini, young
musician Nalicio Taveras on alto
sax has in only a few months
become a shining star. Keep your
eyes on this very talented
musician; he gets better and better
each time he performs. Under the
watchful eye of the experienced
Battistini, Taveras will most
certainly continue to grow in leaps
and bounds. Throughout the
evening and on every tune, Eddie
Mercado on bass had no problem
connecting and supporting
Taveras’ and Battistini’s solos. On
the up-tempo tunes, his approach
on bass was with precision and
fluidity, and on ballads, he demonstrated great sensitivity.
Not to be out-done, Benny
Maldonado, timbales and Jay
Puente on congas maintained the
rhythmic beat that pushed the
others to unbelievable levels. In
fact, at one time during the concert,
I could swear I saw smoke coming
from their instruments. Puente has
been in the Tampa Bay area for
some time performing with the top
of the line, i.e. flautist José
Valentino. Recently, he has been
on the road with local smooth jazz
musician Eric Darius, and says it’s
been a once-in-a-lifetime experience.

Lannie Battistini on
keyboards, Nalicio Taveras
on alto sax, Eddie Mercado
on baby bass, Benny
Maldonado on timbales and
Jay Puente on congas

Puente has also performed
with Valentino, and has been performing with various Latin groups
in the area. Puente hails from
Chicago, and says he ventured to
the Tampa Bay area to gain more
musical experience. These two
Latin jazz musicians are exactly
what the doctor ordered; perfect
sidemen for outstanding soloists.
Included in the two sets, other
tunes that HIMLB performed
were: original tunes by Battistini,
such as Gozando, Neysa’s Way,
Lannie’s Samba, At The Top, Si Tu
No Estas, and La Cura. HIMLB
also performed familiar tunes such
as, La Samba, Someday My Prince
Will Come, Yesterday, Little
Sunflower, and many others. Their
performances during both sets
were proof enough that Hands In
Motion are at the top of their game.
If you have not had the opportunity
to hear this fantastic group, you
may do so, by purchasing their new
CD “Hands In Motion Latin Jazz”
at iTunes, Amazon, Napster,
Shockhound, eMusic, and Amie
Street.
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website at:
rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me
at JazzJamm@aolcom. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s
Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Queen Street

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Mission Statement

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

10th Street Church Of God

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

New Covenant
Holiness Church
1625 6th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
727-821-3561
“A Willing Example” 1 Peter 5:1-4
Sunday Services are at 4 pm
Wed. & Fri. Services are at 7 pm

Pastor
Kenneth D.
Jackson

5315 28th Avenue South
Gulfport, Florida
727-744-3589

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

Wednesday Night Bible Study ........................7:00 pm
Bible Study Location: 5004 Tangerine Ave. So., Gulfport

Sunday School ............................................... 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service ...............................11:00 am
(1st thru 4th Sundays)

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"
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THE ROCK

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Schedule of Services

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Friendship

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF
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Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Rober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church “God’s House in the
City” under the leadership of our
soldier of the cross, and drum major for
justice, Dr Rickey L. Houston, extend
an invitation to the community to join
us as we communicate Gods’ Word at
10:00 a.m. worship service Sunday,
Sunday School at 9:00 a.m., Bible
and
Teen
Summit
Study
Wednesday evening, at 7:00 p.m. We
also encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line (727-3219645).

Bethel Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church is committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered,
Team-centered, and Bible-based
ministry; with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace, and
Growth. We celebrate in worship, we
care for one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these priorities results
in a kaleidoscope of ministries at
Bethel Metropolitan for all ages and

interests.
We are currently preparing to
observe our Annual Memorial Service
for those members who have had their
Homegoing in 2009. The service will
be held on Sunday, December 20,
2009, during the 10:00 a.m. worship
service. Family members and friends
are invited to join us in this remembrance.
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:www.bmmbc.org
Se e king Wis dom from the
Almighty Divine in 2009.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact
the
World
by
Equipping Believers to Reach the
Lost with the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
C.A.R.E.
MINISTRY
RECOVERY CELEBRATION Addiction
Recovery
Choosing
Efforts, is inviting all current, past,
and new members to join us for a
special Recovery Celebration. It will
be an evening of fellowship, fun, and
games. C.A.R.E. is a faith based
support group for substance abuse. It
merges practical wisdom, with
effective ways to master the traditional 12-step program, which also
acknowledges the Lord Jesus Christ
as the first and foremost highest

power. Please RSVP by December
21st by calling (727)687-8505 or
contact Rev. Keith or Jewel Murphy
894-2595 fmi.
WOMEN’S MINISTRY
We are inviting all women of the
community to join us, in Christian
fellowship and Bible study, as we
learn the word of God. We will
explore topics that are relevant to our
family, community and our own
unique, hectic lifestyles. The
Women’s Ministry will next meet on
Tuesday, December 22nd at our
Youth Chapel Fellowship Hall, from
6:30 pm-8:00 pm
CALLING ALL MIDDLE AND
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Mt. Zion presents the 2009-2010
Youth Choice Awards
Come join the jubilant New
Year’s Eve celebration that brings
together youth whose strength and
faith is based on the Holy Word. It
will be an evening tailored for today’s
pre-teen and teen-age groups. We
will be featuring gospel rap, mime,
and more. Please join us on Thursday,
December 31st at 10 pm at our Youth
Chapel. We will be serving a full
breakfast.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church is located at 955 20th
Street South; Ph.894-4311.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation of St. Mark,
extends to the community at large, its
wishes that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
December Calendar Events
December 19-Christmas with the
Community10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
December 24-25-Church office
closed Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day

31-Watch
Night
December
Services at St. Mark at 10:00 p.m.
St. Mark Offers …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
C h i l d r e n a n d Yo u t h
M i n i s t r y Meetings are held every
Monday at 6:00 p.m. Children in the
community are welcomed to join us.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting
is held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study
is held every Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark After School Tutoring

Ministry: Open to all elementary
school age children every Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30 to
6:00 p.m. Homework help and reading
tutors available. Will resume after the
start of school.
DESTINATION GRADUATION:
Wednesdays - 6-7:30 p.m. all
Ages: R e a d i n g S p e c i a l i s t ;
F r e e computer class for children
and youth. In addition, there is tutorial
assistance for Math (Algebra and
Geometry) and Senior Focus for all
H i g h S c h o o l S e n i o r s ( F C AT,
ACT/SAT); assistance with college
applications, essays, and financial
aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab: the St.
Mark Computer Lab will be open and
available for classes for elementary
students Monday (6-8 p.m.), Tuesday
and Thursday (5-6 p.m.), and
Wednesday (5-6 p.m. and 6:30-7:30
p.m.)

ADVERTISE YOUR CHURCH EVENT
IN THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!
Call 727-896-2922 and get a quote today!

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week.
“Making your mark on the world is hard. If it were easy, everybody would do it. But it's not.
It takes patience, it takes commitment, and it comes with plenty of failure along the way.
The real test is not whether you avoid this failure, because you won't. it's whether you let it harden
or shame you into inaction, or whether you learn from it; whether you choose to persevere.”
~ BARACK OBAMA
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2010 VITA Checklist
Getting Help to Prepare your Taxes
What to Bring with You

If you need help completing tax forms, a
Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) site near
you can help. When you go
to a VITA site, be ready.
Take these items with you:
- Valid picture ID
- Copy of last year’s federal
tax return (if you
have it)
- Social Security cards or
Individual Taxpayer
Identification Numbers
(ITIN) for you, your spouse
and any children born
before December 31, 2009
- Income documentation
including: W-2 Forms from
all jobs worked in 2009; All

1099 Forms showing other
income received in 2009
- A blank check for direct
deposit of your refund or
bring your bank account
name, number and the 9digit American Bankers
Association (ABA) routing
number. Contact your bank
if you need assistance identifying the ABA number.
If any of the following
apply to you, take documentation with you:
- Child care expenses,
including the provider’s
address and federal ID #
- Mortgage company statements
- Adoption expenses

- Alimony paid or received
- Any notices received from
the IRS or state tax office
- Property tax bills
- College tuition and student
loan interest statements
- Additional forms of income
such as: Prizes and awards;
Scholarships and fellowships; Lottery/ gambling
winnings
If you lost or do not
have all of these items, you
can still get your taxes
prepared. Call the IRS
helpline at 1-800-829-1040
to find out what you need to
do and how to obtain
replacement documents.

FREE

VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) Sites
ELECTRONIC FILING

James B. Sanderlin
Family Center
2335 – 22nd Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-321-9444

Enoch Davis Center
1111 – 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-893-713
Childs Park YMCA
691 – 43rd Street S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-209-9622

Daystar Life Center
226 – Street S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-823-5993

Pinellas Opportunity Council
3443 – 1st Ave. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33703
727-327-8690 x 18
Tampa Bay Beaches
Chamber of Commerce
6990 – Gulf Blvd.
St. Pete Beach, FL 33706
727-360-6957

Lealman and Asian
Neighborhood Family Center
4255 – 56th Ave. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
727-520-9820
GRAYDI Neighborhood
Family Center
13420 Adams Circle
Largo, FL 33774
727-584-7200

High Point Neighborhood
Family Center
5812 – 150th Ave. N.
Clearwater, FL 33760
727-5333-0730
Martin Luther King Jr.
Family Center
1201 Douglas Ave.
Clearwater, FL 33755
727-442-5355

Clearwater Neighborhood
Housing Services
608 N. Garden Ave.
Clearwater, FL 33755
727-442-4155

Union Academy Family Center
401 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689
727-934-5881

The Wealth Building Coalition/Pinellas Prosperity Campaign is supported by JWB Children’s Services Council of Pinellas County, United Way of Tampa Bay, Bank of America, The Wachovia Wells Fargo Foundation, Internal Revenue Service, Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation (FDIC), Federal Reserve Bank, Pinellas County Government, WorkNet Pinellas, and The Weekly Challenger. Its mission is to promote and expand economic and asset-building opportunities for low- and moderate-income households
throughout Pinellas County, including promotion of community awareness of Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), Child Tax Credit (CTC), other tax credits, free tax preparation, financial education and mainstream banking opportunities such as Bank on St. Pete.
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NATIONAL NEWS
C BC

continued from front page
turkeys and turkey dinners. In
Los Angeles, I walked a fourblock square place where they
were giving out baskets. In that
line were the disabled. One
lady was 94 years old.”
Joblessness, frustration, hopelessness – the sentiments are
synonymous from state to
state.
“They’re going through a
tremendous, tremendous desperation effort,” said Rep.
David Scott (D-GA). “Even if
you look at all of your own
ne w spaper s , advertising
dollars are not there. We sit
here as Congress people with
tremendous leverage and
power. It was so important for
us to use that leverage.”
What the ten B la ck
members did was boycott the
committee’s final vote on a
broad-sweeping financial
overhaul bill. Instead, they
were over at the White House
trying to obtain greater funding
for economic advances in the
Black community. The vote
passed narrowly, but the
CBC’s
action
effectively
forced $4 billion to the table to
go directly toward helping
people keep their homes after
they’ve lost their jobs.
In addition to the needs of
Bl a c k bus ines s es, home
owners and the jobless, a news
release describing the boycott
specifically sighted the importance of spending federal
advertising dollars with Black
newspapers.
“Like other businesses,
access to capital has been a
challenge for this industry as
well. With declining ad
revenues, newspapers everywhere are struggling to
survive,” the statement said.
Danny Bakewell, chairman of
the 200-member National
Newspaper Publishers
Association, was credited by
several members for helping to
spark the protest by his
firebrand lobbying around
Capitol Hill.
Bakewell said he is
delighted at the stance taken by
the CBC, but much more must
be done to recognize the power
of the Black Press to the
nation.
“ We h a v e b e e n t h e
backbone and the foundation
on which America was built.
And in this case, what we are
realizing is that we continue to
be the foundation on which
many of these corporations
make their profits and develop
their brands throughout the
country. We’re not going to
continue to sit idly by and let
them do that while the very
fabric of our community is
crumbling from within. We’re
serving notice on General
Motors, Ford, Toyota, and
other automotive companies
and the automotive industry
that there will be no more
business as usual.”
Bakew ell and NNPA
Foundation Chair Dorothy R.
Leavell have begun a series of
meetings with corporations and
have already made inroads.
“We’ve met with AT&T.
They have been very receptive.
They represent what we
believe at this point we can say
is a good corporate citizen,”
Bakewell said. “We’re not
asking for a bail out or a hand
out, we’re asking for reciprocity and respect.”
Bakewell explained that
the Black community, Black
newspapers included, are being
shortchanged for the dollars

they spend with businesses
and corporations.
“We’re asking what percentage of the market share do
we represent a company’s
business, their profit margin? If
we represent one percent, we
don’t expect to get anything
more than one percent. But, if
we represent 50 percent, we
expect to have 50 percent of
their resources and their effort
going to strengthen their brand
and building their brand in our
community.”
In order to avoid legal ramific ations, the co m m i t t ee
agreed to target the money
toward communities with the
highest socio-economic impact
from the community rather
than by race. That includes
most of the CBC districts.
“Across the country, it is
absolutely shocking,” says
Rep. Al Green (D-TX). “It is
very unfortunate that we have
to make this commentary, but
the truth of the matter is that
there are people who are
suffering and who have not
been identified properly…We
cannot leave these communities behind. If it goes to the
areas where the unemployment
is the highest, it covers the
people who are suffering the
most.
Green says his office has
found that the federal government spends about 5 percent of
$4.3 billion for ad-related
expenditures on small business
and minority businesses.
“We can do better than that,”
he says. “These newspapers,
not only do they benefit from
the ads, but the community
benefits from the message that
the ads bring to the community
because it goes to a corner of
the community that is not penetrated by other newspapers.”
Part of the money will come
from the TARP (Troubled
Asset
Relief
Program).
“There’s no more troubled
assets than a job and your
home,” says Scott. “So, now
we are using our muscle to
address the high jobless rates
in our communities and the
high
foreclosure
rate.”
CBC members are hoping to
get even more as they continue
to use creative ways to call
attention to the swelling
proble ms in t h e B l ack
community that have shaken
up the offices of the CBC
members.
“The traditional role of a
member of Congress before the
economic downturn was to
basically intervene with the
federal government agencies
on behalf of constituents,
people didn’t get their VA
checks or social security
checks or they were needing
help getting their travel
docume nts o r v i s as o r
passport,” says Rep. Mel Watt
(D-NC). “But, disproportionately now, people are calling
for grassroots down in the
community help. I need food, I
need housing. I need to be
protected from a foreclosure. I
need assistance with mortgage
modification, I need you to
find me a job. Businesses are
calling saying I can’t find any
loans, I can’t get credit.”
They’re receiving the calls and
emails everyday, says Rep.
Keith Ellison (D-MN)
“They say when’s our turn?”
Ellison recounts. “‘We need
real job programs. We need
something to help small,
minority businesses. We need
to know that there is a vibrant,
historic, and very strong
African-American
business
community here in the United

States and in my state of
Minnesota. It really struck me
that every single industry is
being severely impacted.”
Congressman Gregory Meeks
(D-NY) says his district has
been hit especially hard in
homeownership.
“My district in the city of
New York is number one in
foreclosures. So, more people
are losing their homes and
thereby losing wealth. And so
much so that I’ve had to get
not-for-profit organizations
that have expertise in helping
individuals work through these
problems,” he said. “We really
can’t make a decision in trying
to save people’s homes. So
they’re feeling that the dream
that they had, the American
dream of having home
ownership, they had it, but
they’re losing it. And, as a
result, losing their credit,
which might mean they may
not be able to gain it again.”
Rep. Lacy Clay (D-MO)
says it’s like the life blood
flowing out of the communities.
Missouri, like the rest of
the country, is hemorrhaging,
especially in the AfricanAmerican community from the
eco n o m i c wo es o f t h i s
country…There is no job
creation, there is no rescue or
bailout for those AfricanAmericans who have been
caught in a cycle of home foreclosures, job losses and health
care benefits, all of that is precarious to our community,
unique to our community.
Rep. Eldridge Cleaver (DMO) says his constituents are
wise to the fact that they’ve
been neglected while big businesses were bailed out.
“It is not just impacting the
uneducated, it’s impacting the
entire community. We gave
General Motors billions of
dollars. They don’t advertise in
Black newspapers. They don’t
advertise on Black radio.
That’s not right. And there’s no
reason for us to remain passive
or silent as that’s happening.”
CBC members have known all
along about the disparate
t reat m en t o f B l ack s . B u t
recently they were enlightened
to the point of taking their consciousness to a new level of
protest.
“As we worked through
the process of getting to the
point where we were going to
vote for the final Wall Street
bill, it became more and more
difficult for the 10 members of
financial services to vote for it
because it felt like we were
navel gazing,” said Gwen
Moore (D-WI) “We saw that
we were presiding over the
entire collapse of the Black
economy. We had to make a
decision about how to get
attention on a whole sector of
our economy that was about to
go under. It wasn’t like the
Black community was getting
a hair cut, we were being
beheaded.”
With the Black unemployment rate surpassing 15
percent while the overall rate is
at 10 percent, there is one cry
above all others for which the
CBC vows to continue to
stand: “Jobs, jobs, jobs, jobs,
jobs,” lamented Rep. Andre
Carson (D-IN) “We’re dealing
with so many contentious
issues in congress, to see
people who are bold and
unapologetic, you can’t do
anything but respect it whether
you agree or disagree philosophically, the boldness that
comes with that stand can’t be
overlooked.”

Cornel West:
The ‘Brother West’ Interview
BY KAM WILLIAMS

Part two of a two part series

KW: How do we save our
young men, then? Where are the
black male role models?
CW: There’s only one way to
save young black people, and
that’s to love ‘em, love ‘em, love
‘em, care for ‘em, attend to them,
embrace them, target them, concentrate on them, and make them
feel as if they’re somebody,
because that’s the only way they
get self-respect and self-confidence, which are the two prerequisites for flowering and flourishing in life.
KW: The good Reverend has
a question about healthcare:
What should the church be doing
to foster healthcare reform?
CW: Hmm… A lot of
churches need to bear witness for
the least of our brethren… for the
weak, for the poor, for the
orphaned, for the widowed, for
the children. And the only way
you get set on fire is you gotta be
Born Again. You have to
undergo fundamental awakening
and conversion and metamorphosis.
KW: Reverend Thompson
asks about the outcry of “You
lie!” to President Obama by a
Republican Congressman Joe
Wilson. Was it a slip of the lip or
confirmation that race matters?
CW: Well, it certainly was an
act of disrespect. The very act of
disrespecting the President of the
United States in that manner on
national television is a very
serious matter.
KW: How would you say
President Obama is doing on a
scale of 1 to 10?
CW: It depends on which
issue you’re talking about. On
ecology and the environment, I
would give him a 7. On war, I’d
give him a 3. On the economy, a
2. In terms of his trying to sustain
a new atmosphere and new ethos
in the country and around the
world, I’d give him an 8. So, it
goes up and down, relative to
each issue.
KW: Children’s book author
Irene Smalls says, you recently
launched a spoken word or rap
career. How does that jibe with
your academic pursuits?
CW: Oh, it’s quite consistent, because I’m an educator.
When I write books, that’s
textual education. When I do
spoken word, that’s singing
education. When I dance, it’s
dancing education. All of it has
to do with trying to awaken
people to become more courageous to bear witness to love and
justice in the world.
KW: Our mutual friend, Ila
Forster, who was at Princeton
when you were there as a grad
student, asks if you like how jazz
pianist Robert Glasper recast one
of your musical pieces in an
inaugural tribute. It included
parts of speeches not only by you
but also by Obama and Dr. King.
CW: This is the first that I’m
hearing about it. Tell Sister Ila
thanks so much for letting me
know about it.
KW: Although Ila didn’t
make it back to campus, she says
she heard that your speech at the
recent black alumni reunion conference at Princeton was
excellent and unusually
personal.
CW: Oh, we had a wonderful
time.
KW: Jimmy Bajan says he
agrees with you that we haven’t
turned a corner just because we
have a black president. He asks,

what will it take to see a level
playing field? With so many
blacks and whites still living in
poverty in this country and so
many children without healthcare, how far are we from seeing
an equitable society realized
where there’s coverage for
everyone comparable to Europe?
CW: I agree with Brother
Jimmy. We certainly haven’t
turned a corner. Not at all. And
we’re a long way from there
being a level playing field, just
like we’re a long way from poor
people enjoying the same opportunities as the well-to-do. It
depends on the quality of our
struggle, the quality of our commitment, and the quality of our
conviction.
KW: Lester Chisholm asks,
what can people do to avoid
spiritual, emotional, mental, and
physical compliancy?
CW: They’ve got to hang
around folks who are on fire with
a love for justice.
KW: Lester also asks, what
movie do you recommend for
people to begin empower themselves?
CW: Tell him to watch The
Matrix.
KW: How about that film
you appeared in this year called
Examined Life? That was a very
powerful documentary.
CW: I appreciate that. I had a
great time working with Astra
Taylor on that. She’s a wonderful
sister.
KW: Why do you refer to
everyone by either brother or
sister, even if they’re not black?
CW: All human beings are
vanishing creatures and disappearing organisms trying to find
a little meaning and love before
they die. In that sense, we’re all
trying to work it out. And when I
say “brother” or “sister” to every
person without regard to color,
or culture or civilization, I’m just
paying tribute to their struggling.
KW: well, Sister Laz Lyles
says, I just want to know how he
keeps his afro so tight.
CW: [LOL] well, I haven’t
had a haircut since 1984. So, it
tends to just fall in place every
morning. I don’t know how long
it’ll last. I might be baldheaded
in a couple of years if the crisis
hits me. You never know.
KW: On a more serious note,
Laz wants to know if you
consider W.E.B. Du Bois’s idea
of double consciousness still
relevant with the Obama presidency.
CW: Oh, absolutely. It’s
deeply relevant, because there’s
still a veil between the black and
white world when it comes to
cultural, religious, and other
divides.
KW: Laz’s also asks, after
healthcare, what is the next area
of major reform you’d like to see
Obama address?
CW: We need reform in the
military, both in terms of military
policy, and in terms of its internal
dynamics.
KW: Tale grad Tommy
Russell asks, do you think
Barack Obama is being treated
less fairly or with less dignity
than previous presidents?
CW: Yes, by Brother Rush
[Limbaugh], Brother Sean
[Hannity] and Brother Bill
O’Reilly. I think they hardly
respect him at all. In fact, I think
they are very demeaning and disrespectful. On the other hand, the
liberal press has been so deferential, that they haven’t engaged in
the criticisms that they should.

So, it cuts both ways. Barack
Obama needs to be protected,
and he needs to be respected, but
he also needs to be corrected.
Criticisms are important when
they’re based on principle, man,
because in the end, it’s not about
Obama, it’s about poor people
and working people.
KW: Do you think inheriting
the nation in the state it was left
behind by Bush is dragging on
Obama’s efficiency?
CW: Absolutely! He came in
under catastrophic conditions.
George Bush had handed him a
multi-layered mess. He’s been
trying to get out from under that
mess. However, the War in
Afghanistan will be Obama’s
war. And the increasing unemployment will be Obama’s
unemployment, owing to his
economic team that puts very
little emphasis on the plight of
working people and poor people.
So, yes, Bush handed him a
mess, but after a year he’s going
to have to begin to take some real
responsibility for what he’s
headed towards.
KW: Sue Doran asks, if
you’ve read anything by Chris
Hedges?
CW: Yes, the author of
American Fascism. He’s a very
important, prophetic voice in the
culture.
KW: Postal clerk Ron Clark
says, you’re one of his regular
customers at the Princeton Post
Office, and that you always take
one of the Tootsie Pops he gives
out.
CW: Brother Ron! He has
such a wonderful spirit about
him. Just to see him uplifts you,
and helps make your day a better
day.
KW: Ron asks, where did
you develop your oratory skills?
CW: Probably in the church
and on the block.
KW: Ron follows up with,
have you had any interaction
with Angela Davis?
CW: Oh Lord, yes! I was just
with Angela not long ago. She
introduced me at a lecture at the
University of California at Santa
Cruz where she’s a distinguished
professor. She’s my dear sister.
KW: Tony Noel, a Muslim
brother, says that he and you
share a common challenge in life
besides being of African descent.
“We are both survivors of
prostate cancer.” He asks, how
do you feel that we can best
spread the word to our brothers
in the human race about this
disease?
CW: Well, first let me say a
prayer for my dear brother…
Secondly, we need to lift our
voices. That’s why when I travel
to conferences I encourage black
brothers to get a PSA exam to
catch it early, so they can live
longer.
KW: The music maven
Heather Covington question:
What music are you listening to
nowadays?
CW: I start off in the
morning with gospel, with James
Cleveland, and often end with
George Clinton’s “One Nation
under a Groove.”
KW: Thanks again, Dr. West,
and best of luck with the book
and all your endeavors.
CW: I appreciate you taking
this time, and I deeply apologize
about how hard it was for you to
find me, but I’ve been on the run
lately. You just stay strong, my
brother.
KW: No problem, Brother
West.
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BUCS
CORNER
Clemens Fills In For Sanchez, Jets Rout Bucs

Kellen Clemens

BY FRED GOODALL

TAMPA (AP) - The longest
completion of the day was
thrown by a wide receiver to a
safety, and that was just fine
with the New York Jets.
Kellen Clemens didn't have
to be spectacular filling for
injured rookie Mark Sanchez
during a 26-3 victory over the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers on
Sunday. He got the job done by
relying on lots of help from his
teammates.
Thomas Jones ran for two
touchdowns, Jay Feely kicked
four field goals and the Jets
defense limited the struggling
Bucs to 124 yards total offense
to support Clemens in his first

start in two years.
“We came down here and
did what we set out to do, leave
with a W,'' receiver Jerricho
Cotchery said. ``We still have a
lot of room for improvement.
But at the end of the day, we got
the win and we are very happy
with that.”
The Jets (7-6) have won
three straight to revive their
division and playoff hopes.
Tampa Bay (1-12) lost for
the third straight week to a
backup quarterback, with rookie
Josh Freeman throwing three
more interceptions and failing to
get his team into the end zone
for the second game in a row.
“I would never imagine
having a two-game stretch like
this,” said Freeman, who threw
five interceptions during a 16-6
loss at Carolina last week.
“It's all on me,” the 21-yearold added of Tampa Bay's
offensive struggles. “I'm the
quarterback. I've got to find a
way.”
Clemens completed 12 of 23
passes for 111 yards and no
interceptions in his first
extensive playing time since
2007, when he made eight starts
and was still regarded as New
York's quarterback of the future.

“I feel good about it, but I'd
be lying if I said that I hadn't
come in with a little bit higher
expectations,” Clemens said.
Receiver Brad Smith had the
Jets' longest completion of the
day 27 yards when he threw to
Eric Smith on a fake punt play.
Jones rushed for 99 yards, and
the defense held the Bucs to 43
yards rushing and 0-for-14 on
third-down conversions.
The 124 yards were not a
season-low for Tampa Bay,
which gained 86 during a 24-0
loss to the Giants in September.
In their pair of lopsided
losses to the New York franchises, the Bucs were outgained 707
yards to 210 and were 0 for 23
on third-down conversions.
Tampa Bay coach Raheem
Morris said his team set the tone
for a sloppy performance with a
poor practice Friday.
The league's youngest coach
stated the obvious when asked
what the past two weeks with
Freeman throwing eight interceptions while producing just
three field goals say about the
Bucs.
“You're not good enough.
You've got to do a better job
coaching, got to do a better job
on the field,” Morris said.

“That's the bottom line.”
Jones scored on runs of 7
and 33 yards. Feely kicked field
goals of 40, 24, 49, and 49 yards
for the Jets, whose playoff
prospects looked bleak after a
three-game
losing
streak
dropped them to 4-6.
Sanchez sprained his right
knee against Buffalo in New
York's last game. There's a
chance he may be able to return
next week against Atlanta.
Freeman finished 14 of 33
for 93 yards and was sacked
three times. He was intercepted
by David Harris on the first play
of the game, then picked off by
Darrelle Revis and Kerry
Rhodes in the fourth quarter.
The Bucs had zero first
downs until New York's Bart
Scott was penalized for unnecessary roughness after Freeman
was sacked on third down to
stop a possession at the Tampa
Bay 44. Eight plays later,
Connor Barth kicked a 43-yard
field goal.
Scott blamed himself for the
Jets losing a shutout.
“Other than myself,” the
linebacker said, “I think
everybody else did a great job
making plays and getting off the
field on third down.”

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

The Bucs (1-12) will travel to Seattle to face the Seahawks (5-8) Sunday, Dec. 20th at 4:15 p.m.

Browns Consider Playing Cribbs
At Running Back

Josh Cribbs

BY TOM WITHERS

BEREA, Ohio (AP) - Cleveland's
J o s h - of - all- tr ades is rea dy
t o take on yet another new
position.
It's not enough that Josh
Cribbs, the Browns' do-everyt h i n g playmaker, re turns
kickoffs and punts, plays gunner
on special teams, lines up at
wide receiver, and as a quarterback in the wildcat information.
Cribbs wouldn't object to
playing running back.
And after watching him slice
through Pittsburgh's defense,
Browns Pro Bowl left tackle Joe
Thomas thinks Cribbs would be
a great one.
“There's no doubt,” Thomas
said. “I think he's too valuable to
take off of kick return and punt
return and special teams, but
there's no doubt in my mind,
especially after seeing the things
that he did that he'd be an
extremely successful running
back in the NFL.”
Browns coach Eric Mangini
just might give it a try.
Lining up in the shotgun last

Thursday night, Cribbs rushed
for 87 yards as the Browns upset
the Steelers 13-6 for just their
second win this season. Cribbs,
a former college QB, had a
career-long 37-yard run to help
set up Cleveland's only
touchdown and the dreadlocked
dynamo broke off a crucial 14yard run on a 3rd-and-11 play in
the fourth quarter when the
Browns were trying to eat up
some time.
Cribbs, whose agent has had
on-and-off negotiations on a
contract extension with the
Browns for months, doesn't
mind multitasking. He's done it
since high school, where he
earned varsity letters in football,
baseball, bas k et b al l , an d
swimming. Anyway, running
back isn't much of a stretch from
his current duties.
“I feel like that's one of my
abilities,” he said. “My position
is running back. I was a running
back, back in the day. The
wildcat is me at running back.
It's a straight handoff. It's not
like we're trying to fool you with
the quarterback being in the mix.
I'm getting the ball and I'm
running it. “Try to stop me.”
Good luck.
At 6-foot-1, 215 pounds
Cribbs is a heavy load for any
would-be tackler. On several of
his six career kickoff TD
returns, he has busted through
early tackles before finding
some open space and accelerating to the end zone. Usually, it
takes more than one defender to
bring him down.

Legs churning, arms
pumping like pistons, Cribbs is a
handful and then some for
anyone who dares block his
path.
On Monday, Mangini said
he would be willing to expand
Cribbs' role at running back.
With Jamal Lewis forced into
retirement by a head injury, the
Browns have been giving the
majority of their carries to
undersized Jerome Harrison and
Chris Jennings, who began the
season on the practice squad.
Mangini can see Cribbs
becoming more than just an
option in a gimmicky formation.
“As a traditional running
back, it wouldn't be something
I'd be opposed to,” Mangini
said. “I've liked the role he has
now. But that's definitely
something we could continue to
explore and figure out more
ways. There's some merit to
getting in multiple receiver
groups, being able to motion
him back into the backfield and
use him as a running back that
way. We did a little of that with
Brad Smith in New York. It's
definitely something to look at.”
Against the Steelers' No. 1ranked rushing defense, Cribbs
averaged 10.9 yards on eight
carries. Thomas said it was a
sight to behold live and on tape.
“The guy's got some unbelievable vision, just watching
the game film and seeing him
going to his left and step toward
the sideline,” Thomas said. “He
must have some unbelievable
vision because he could see all

the way back to his right, there
was a lane the whole way back,
like some of the greatest running
backs in the NFL could. He hit a
seam and took it for about 20some yards.
“He kind of takes the
approach that it's a punt return.
But the vision he's got is
amazing.”
The Browns envision a longterm future with Cribbs, whom
they signed as an undrafted free
agent out of Kent State in 2005.
The 26-year-old has been asking
the club to redo his contract
since the summer. At various
points, Cribbs threatened to sit
out training camp or not play a
regular-season game unless he
got a new deal.
Instead, he has proven his
worth.
Last week, Mangini reiterated that the Browns want to
reward Cribbs. He was
co n f i d e n t a d e a l c o u l d b e
finalized with Cleveland's MVP:
most versatile player.
That's all Cribbs ever
wanted.
“I try to speak on my
contract by my play on the
field,'' he said. ``I try to let that
talk for me so I can have
something to back it up. In my
position, leverage is everything.
The only leverage I have is how
well I can play and how well I've
been playing. I have to keep
playing good so I can have some
type of argument when I do try
to get a bigger contract or a
different contract.''

Heisman Trophy winner
Mark Ingram

NE W Y O R K ( A P ) Alabama will bring a lineup
powered by a record number of
AP All-Americans to the
national championship game.
Six players on the topranked Crimson Tide,
including Heisman Trophy
winner Mark Ingram, made
The Associated Press AllAmerica team released
Tuesday.
Ingram was a unanimous
choice, as was linebacker
Rolando McClain. Defensive
tackle Terrence Cody was
voted to the team for the
second consecutive season.
Cornerback Javier Arenas,
guard Michael Johnson, and
kicker Leigh Tiffin also were
on the squad.
Oklahoma twice (1987,
2003) had five first-team AllAmericans, according to
STATS. But no team has had
more since 1964, when the AP
started selecting both an
offensive and defensive team.
"I t h i n k h a v i n g s i x
Alabama players on the first
team says a lot about all of the
players on our entire roster and
is an indication of the hard
work we put in and the togetherness we have on this team,"
Arenas said in a statement to
the AP through the school.
"You aren't going to have six
guys make first-team AllAmerican unless your team is
playing at a high level week in
and week out. It's a credit to
our entire team and our
coaching staff."
Stanford running back
Toby Gerhart, the Heisman
r u n n e r- u p , a n d N e b r a s k a
defensive tackle Ndamukong
Suh, fourth in Heisman voting,
were also unanimous firstteam All-Americans.
Texas quarterback Colt
McCoy was the All-American
quarterback, selected to the
first team by a panel of 14 AP
college football poll voters.
Tim
Florida
quarterback
Tebow was a second-team
choice. Boise State's Kellen
Moore was the third-team
quarterback.
McCoy finished third in
the Heisman voting last

weekend and was a secondteam All-American last year.
The senior was joined by his
longtime pal and favorite
receiver, Jordan Shipley, on the
first team. Texas safety Earl
Thomas gave the Longhorns
three players on the first team,
second only to Alabama.
The Crimson Tide and
Longhorns play in the BCS
national championship game at
the Rose Bowl on Jan. 7.
Alabama safety Mark
Barron made the third-team,
giving the Tide seven players
who received AP All-America
honors. Texas put three players
-- kicker Hunter Lawrence,
center Chris Hall and linebacker Sergio Kindle -- on the
third team for a total of six
overall.
Florida also had six players
make the three teams,
in c l u d i n g c o r n e r b a c k J o e
Haden and tight end Aaron
Hernandez as first-teamers.
The SEC was the most represented conference on the first
t e a m , w i t h 11 p l a y e r s ,
including Tennessee safety
Eric Berry, South Carolina
linebacker Eric Norwood, and
Georgia punter Drew Butler.
The Big 12 has seven firstteam selections, including
three of the five offensive
linemen.
The tackles were
Oklahoma State's Russell
Okung and Oklahoma's Trent
Williams. Okung is projected
to be a first-round draft pick in
the NFL.
"He's definitely one of the
best that's ever played here,
there's no question,"
Oklahoma State coach Mike
Gundy said.
Baylor's J.D. Walton was
the center. Completing the
offensive line was Idaho guard
Mike Iuapti.
Notre Dame receiver
Golden Tate and Clemson
running back C.J. Spiller,
selected as an all-purpose
player, round out the offense.
TCU defensive end Jerry
Hughes was the lone representative on all three teams from
the unbeaten and No. 3 Horned
Frogs. Georgia Tech's Derrick
Morgan was the other
defensive end.
Michigan State linebacker
Greg Jones was the only Big
Ten player on the first team.
Florida's twin brother
offensive linemen, Mike and
Maurkice Pouncey, were
selected to the second team.
Oregon State receiver James
Rodgers made the second team
as an all-purpose player and
his brother, Jacquizz, was a
third-team selection at running
back.

Dolphins Above
.500 For 1st time

BY STEVEN WINE

DAVIE (AP) - The biggest
upgrade for the Miami Dolphins
since the Bill Parcells regime
took over has come in
December.
For years, the franchise's
fortunes tended to sink with
the temperature. But the
Dolphins are 6-0 in December
under coach Tony Sparano,
and two wins this month have
them above .500 for the first
time in 2009 to improve their

playoff chances.
In two weeks, the
Dolphins (7-6) have gone
from long shots to serious contenders. They're tied with three
other teams for the sixth-best
record in AFC six make the
playoffs and they can still
overtake New England (8-5)
for the AFC East title.
The Dolphins may need a
sweep of their final three
games to make the postseason.
They play Sunday at
Tennessee (6-7).

